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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAH^S 

I. (Currently Amended) A method of producing elastic cuffs 

for resultant garments obtained from a web assembly of precursor gannenta. the steps 
comprising: 

a) applying necking tension to the web assembly of precursor garments 
to neck each precursor ganncnt to provide a percent neckdown of about 20% to" about 80% 
thereby placing the precursor garment at a first width, the precursor garment being 
extendible to a second non-necked width wider than the first width when the necking 
tension is removed; 

b) affixing unotrotohod strands of elastic material in an untensinn^H 
State to a cuff area of each precursor garment while at the first width; 

c) removing necking tension fi-om each of the precursor garments with 
the elastic material thereon and causing the precursor garment to assume the non-necked 
second width at areas outside the cuff area having the elastic material thereon; and 

d) dividing the web assembly of precursor garments into resultant 

garments; 

e) whereby the elastic material holds the cuff area at a dimension 
narrow^ than the second width in the resultant garments. 

2. (Withdrawn) The method according to Claim 1 wherein the step of 
afiSxing an elastic material to the cuff area further comprises applying a pre-elastic when 
the precursor garments are at the first width, and treating the pre-elastic to become an 
elastoraeric while the precursor garm^ts are at the first width. 

3. (Previously Presented) The method accoiding to Claim 1 
wherein each of the precursor garments comprises a backsheet defined by the web 
assembly. 

4. (Previously Presented) The method according to Claim 3 
wherein each of the precursor gannenta further comprises a topsheet defined by the web 
assembly. 
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5. (Withdrawn) The method according to Claim 1 wherein the 
precursor garments comprise an assembled diaper lacking only the cuff area. 

6. (Previously Presented) The method according to Claim 3 
wherein the backsheet comprises material selected from the group comprising: neckable 
nonwovens, neckable films, neckable laminates, or combinations thereof. 

7. (Canceled) 

8. (Withdrawn) The method according to Oaim 1 wherein the elastic 
material is applied under tension thereby gathering the precuz^r garment and providing a 
doubly expandable cuff area with a first stage expansion taking out the gathers, and a 
second stage expansion expanding the material of the garment body. 

9. (Withdrawn) Hie method accoixling to Claim 1 further including 
applying a precm^or elastic to the cuff area and treating the precursor elastic to become 
elastomeric while the cuff area is at the first width. 

10. (Withdrawn) The method according to Qaim 9 fijrther including 
treating the precursor elastic with heat. 

U. (Original) The method according to Claim 1 wherein the cuff 
area is a leg cuff area. 



12. (Original) The method accoixling to Claim 1 wherein the cuff 
area is a waistband area. 
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; 13. (Currently Amended) A method pf producing selectively 

elastic areas in a web assembly of precursor garments, the' web assembly having a 
■ longitudinal direction and a lateral direction, the steps comprising: 

a) necking the web assembly of precursor garments to provide a 
percent neckdown of about 20% to about 80% thereby placing the web assembly at a first 
w*^*l^' ^idth being measured in the lateral direction, the web assembly being 
expandable to a second non-necked width wider than the first width when the necking 
tension is removed: 

b) affixing unatrotohod strands of elastic material in an untenaionarf 
> atalg to a selected area of the web assembly when the web assembly is at the first width; 

I c) removing necking tension from the selected area of the web 

.: assembly with the elastic thereon and causing the web assembly to assume the second 

!■ width at areas outside the selected area of the web assembly, whereby the elastic material 

holds the selected area of the web assembly at a dimension nanower than the second width; 

and 

! dividing the web assembly of precursor garments into resultant 

j gannents. 
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14. (Cumaitly Amended) A method of producing elastic 

waistbands for resultant garments obtained from a web assembly of precursor garments, the 
precursor garments having a longitudinal direction and a lateral direction, the steps 
comprising: 

a) applying necking tension to the web assembly of precursor gannents 
to neck each precursor garment to provide a percent neckdown of about 20% to about 80% 
thereby placing the precursor garment at a first width in the lateral direction of the 
precursor garment, the precursor garment being extendible to a second non-necked width 
wider than the first width when the necking tension is removed: 

b) affixing uBstMtehed strands of elastic material in an nnt«n..innM 
fiJSJg to a waistband portion of each precursor gamient while at the first width; 

c) removing necking tension from each of the precuraor gaiments with 
the elastic material thereon and causing the precursor garment to assume the non-necked 
second width at areas outside the waistband portion having elastic material; and 

d) dividing the web assembly of precursor garments into resultant 

garments; 

e) whereby the elastic material holds the waistband portion at a 
dimension narrower than the second width in the resultant gaiments. 
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15. (Cuixently Amended) a method of producing elastic leg 

cuffe for resultant garments obtained from a web assembly of precursor garments, the 
precursor garments having a longitudinal direction and a lateral direction, the steps 
comprising: 

a) applying neddng tension to the web assembly of precursor gamients 
to neck a leg cuff area of each precursor garment to provide a percent neckdown of about 
20% to about 80% thereby placing the leg cuff area at a first width in the longitudinal 
direction of the precursor garment, the leg cuff area of the precursor garment being 
extendible to a second non-necked width wider than the first width when the necking 
tension is removed; 

b) affixing ws^^etehed strands of elastic material in an ij«t^y.,r^ p.^ 
sJaiS to the leg cufif area of each precursor garment while at the firat width; 

c) removing necking tension fiom each of the precursor garments with 
the elastic material thei«on and causing the precursor gannent to assume the non-necked 
second width at areas outside the leg cuff area having elastic material; and 

d) dividing the web assembly of precursor garments into resultant 

garments; 

e) whereby the elastic material holds the leg cuff area at a dimension 
narrower than the second width in the resultant gannents. 

16-27. (Canceled) 

28. (Previously Presented) The method according to Claim 1 
wherein the cufif area is necked to from about 20 to about 60%. 

29. (PreviouslyPresented) The method according to Claim 1 
wherein the cuff area is necked to from about 30 to about 50%. 

30-31. (Canceled) 
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32. (Previously Presented) The method according to Claim 13 
wherein the web is necked to finom about 20 to about 60%. 

33. (Previously Presented) The method according to Claim 13 
wherein the web is necked to from about 30 to about 50%. 
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